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^Bn?3 M Acc?c^Ml A cLoSI NT ' MARCH 14 N0T PROPITIOUS DAY FOR 
DUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY TO BE TESTIFYING IN OPEN SESSION ON 
PORTUGAL • 

HOWEVER* THAT TUESDAY ABORTIVE COUP WILL HAVE 
fl INTEREST IN SITUATION HERE. IF TESTIMONY CANNOT 

TcST^Fv?Sr E ?w ?vcinifM/c 0NSIDERATI0N SH0ULD 8E GIVEN TO 

TESTIFYING in executive SESSION, 
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SUdJECT I CONGRESS IONAL HEARING ON PORTUGAL 
REF! LISBON 137 7 

1. CN THE BASIS OF YGUR CABLE. WE CALLED CHAIRMAN FASCELL 

to impress on him the delicate situation you face. 

ESPECIALLY AS NOTED IN PARA 3, IN LIGHT OF WHICH WE 
SUGGESTED POSTPONEMENT of HEARING OR GOING TO EXECUTIVE 
SE S3 I U N . 

2. FASCELL S A I D HE APPRECIATED CONCERN. HE NOTED, 
HOWEVER. THAT HIS SUBCOMMITTEE WAS ONLY SEEKING GENERAL 

INFORMATION ON A TROUBLE SPOT. HE SAID HP PREFERRED TO 

BEGIN IN OPEN SESSION BUT WOULD MOVE TO EXECUTIVE' SESSION 
TF-^ENtSlJ I V= ISSUES m T5'£p . HE PROMISED CALL THE MEMBERS 
TOGETHER BEFORE THE SESSION TO ALLOW LAINGEN AND HIMSELF 

to impress upon them that some seemingly innocent comment 

COULD BE PLAYED BACK IN MAGNIFIED FORM IN A VOLATILE 
LISBON TO THE DBTR iMfcNT OF US INTERESTS. FASCELL IS 
CONVINCED THIS WILL HAVE A POSITIVE EFFECT ON THE 

members, 

3. JiE ALSO SUGGESjELL THAT IT .WOULD BE BEST TQ RAISE 
T Hi— .QUEST I ON OF CIA INVOLVEMENT IN THE CQUP AT THE 
OUTSET SO WE COULD COME BACK WITH .A CATEGORIC NO . AND 
PUT AN END TO THAT. ISSUE. C FY I ..THIS IS IN THE PREPARED 
oreninP STATEMENT,) 

4. WE ARE CONVINCED BY FAS.CELL THAT ON BALANCE IT IS 

BEST TO GO AHEAD WITH HEARINGS -I N . OPEN -SESSION, ' ~W'E 
WILL. KELP YOU INFORMED, ‘T~ 
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These comments represent the initial and tentative reaction of the CIA Operations Center and of the appropriate 
analytic component in the Agency to the attached item from the news wire services. 



